A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Prussia eastward were the Southern Netherlands—their upper
class wholly French-speaking, half their populace French-
speaking, and, though divided like all Catholic countries into
clerical and anti-clerical, wholly of the Catholic culture. Here the
solution was reached of reducing French power and at the same
time preventing the coast and ports opposite England from falling
into the hands of another Great Power by putting the southern
and wholly Catholic provinces of the Netherlands, Belgium,
under the Protestant Crown of The Hague—the monarchy of the
house of Orange, The Tsar of Russia, a man of enthusiastic and
generous temperament, envisaged the settlement under the light
of what he erected as "the Holy Alliance*'—consisting of the
great military Powers of the Continent other than France:
Austria, Prussia, and Russia. In theory the spirit of this
alliance, which the three great allies desired England to join,
was the service of Christendom, divided, it is true, into the three
cultures of the Greek Church, Protestantism, and Catholicism,
but united and desiring to maintain the old traditions of which
the French Revolution was regarded as the enemy—hence the
word * Holy.3 The bond between these three military Powers, the
populations of which were so singularly different in character,
was the dismembered and murdered body of Poland, which they
had divided between them.
After the partition of Poland which Frederick of Prussia had
cynically accomplished there still remained a fraction of in-
dependent Polish country when the French Revolution broke
out, and it was during the French troubles, when there was no
longer a French Government to help it, that the final dis-
memberment of Poland had taken place—Prussia, Russia, and
Austria each seizing a portion. The Holy Alliance confirmed
that crime. It also indirectly weakened the Catholic culture by
restoring the old mosaic of separate small states in Italy, in-
cluding, of course, the Papal States, with the exception of
Venice, which, in memory of Napoleon's first treaty, was handed
over to Austria, as also was Lombardy.
The Oceanic Settlements. England, with Castlereagh as
her Foreign Minister, had obtained her first desire, which was
the prevention of the Netherlands falling into the hands of a
Great Power—especially Antwerp and the Scheldt. She had
also refused to join the Holy Alliance, because that combination
of Powers, had there been no counter-weight to it, would have

